_ Wanpei CCC and CIM are outstanding. 
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THE CHURCH IN ANHWEI 


From November 10 to December 8 of 1956, Y. T. Wu and Miss Cora Teng, as leaders in 
the Three-self Movement and members of the National People’s Congress, traveled throughout 
Anhwei, and especially the north of the river region (Wanpei), investigating conditions in the 
churches, Their report is given in the January 14, 1957 Tien Feng, from which most of the 
news in this Bulletin is taken, 


The centers visited were Wuhu, Hofei, Pengpu, Hwaiyuan, Mengcheng, Puyang, 
Lingtsuan, Fengtai and Shouhsien. In addition they visited six country churches near Puyang, 
and had conversations with representatives from six other counties and from 25 other villages, 
They had eleven conferences with local government officials, in which the latter told them 
their religious policy’’, and then four more such conferences, in which they reported back to 


G. officials the conditions which they actually found. They had ten separate conferences with 


oups of church workers, 


They note that the area studied has been hard hit during the past few years, There were 
floods in 1950 and 1951, crops were frozen in 1953, a bad flood in 1954, and crops spoiled by 
inadequate drainage in 1956. Fortunately the government has given effective aid, so that no 
one lost his life as a result of these disasters, They were especially impressed with the new 
look at Hofei, which now since it has been made the provincial capital has many wide streets 
and lofty buildings. 


There are 19 Christian denominations at work in Anhwei, with more than 500 churches. 
More than 60 of the 72 counties have churches, Church members number about 40, ꝙ po; church 
workers, including elders, deacons, and voluntary workers number over 400, For thé{province 
as a whole, CCC, Methodist, CIM, Episcopal, and Disciples are the largest denomimggions; in 


They visited a number of churches which are still having difficulty with the government, 
and noted that if these difficulties could be cleared up, the prospects for the future of the 
church were bright. For example, in Huochiu County the CIM had 28 churches, which have 
all been able to reopen after Land Reform. Before Liberation their church members numbered 
about 2,000, in 1955 they had increased to 3,939. Every year at China New Year time they 
hold evangelistic meetings. In 1955 12 such series of meetings were held, as a result of which 
181 persons were baptized, The CIM pastor in Huochiu attributes these good results to their 
adherence to the Three-self Movement. The Puyang Chengkuan CIM church baptized 26 and 
37 respectively in 1948 and 1949, but in 1954 and 1955 they baptized 130 and 127 persons 
respectively, Congregations average five or six hundred, with over 800 on special occasions, 
On the Sunday when Y. T. Wu preached there, the congregation numbered over 1,000. 


The CCC church at Pengpu is also flourishing, The Sunday morning congregation averages 
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100-200 persons. During the past few years Pastor Chu has baptized over 200 persons, 79 of © 
whom lived in Pengpu and the rest being from neighboring villages. 


Disciples churches, both city and country, are in good condition - all of them open, with 
a full working force, with baptisms and financial support on the increase, Hofei Pastor Pan’s 
wife has received praise both from city and from provincial authorities for her kindergarten 
work, and is a member of the Hofei Municipal Congress. 


More than two hundred Christians throughout the province have been elected to people's 
congresses on the various levels. Disciples Pastor Wang Chi-tien is not only a member of the 
provincial congress but also a member of the provincial executive committee, 


At the same time the churches in Anhwei are facing a number of difficulties which must 
be solved. In some places there are too many branch churches, with no one to take the re- 
sponsibility. For example, the CCC church at Hwaiyuan has 35 branch churches, but the 
workers all live in the city and seldom visit these country places, In the same county the Chi 
hsin (Seven Star) church has seven branch churches, but for four of them no one takes any re- 
sponsibility, and services there have stopped. 


Then again, the intellectual level of the responsible person’’ in many country churches 
is too low. The responsible persons for many of the CIM country churches in the Puyang area 
are persons entirely lacking in theological knowledge, not grounded in the elements of the 
gospel, Often when they preach they talk nonsense, The city churches need to develop a 
greater sense of responsibility for neighboring country churches, 


Sometimes the responsible person is a man concerning whom the government has grave 
doubts, For example, the Adventist church in Puyang was once one of the stronger churches 
in Wanpei. But its pastor, Lui Hsing- ya, was a counter-revolutionary, and many church mem- 
bers stopped coming to the church, as they were afraid to associate with him. Finally, in May, 
1955, the Government arrested him, and since then the church has been carried on by Bible- > 
woman Chi-hsiu and congregations have picked up again, with the result that 63 persons were 
baptized there in the spring of 1956, and go more were asking for baptism in the fall of 1956. 


As to financial support, most of the country churches meet in some member's house, and 
the responsible person is a farmer who serves as a voluntary worker, so that financial support 
there is no problem. But in the city churches the situation is different. Sources and amounts 
vary from place to place, but in general church funds come from the following sources: con- 
tributions, rents, upkeep subsidies (where from? central church organization or government?), 
subsidy from church authorities, income from some church industry, or from pastor's side line, 
church workers’ children’s allowances (again, where from:), and government grants for religious 
workers support. Very few churches can meet their expenses from contributions alone, but 
dependence upon government grants or side lines of work is of course an unhealthy influence in 
the work of the church. 


In regard to relations with the government, and the carrying out of the official religious 
policy, the visitors noted that conditions were better in some of the larger cities, such as Pengpu 
and Hofei, and worse in the disaster regions. Most of the difficulties can be grouped under the 
following three heads. 


1. Difficulties in meeting together. City churches have never stopped meeting, but a 
number of country churches which stopped meeting at Land Reform time, have not yet resumed 
services, Puyang CIM pastor Hsing Hsiao-chu reported that their Chengkuan Church in Puyang 
had never stopped meetings, but of their 52 country places, only 17 are now holding services, 
while 35 have never been able to resume work. The CCC church in Shouhsien reported that 25 
of their 33 country places were carrying on, while the other eight have stopped. Of 35 CCC 
country churches around Hwaiyuan, 19 are carrying on and 16 have stopped. 


2. Property difficulties, including the occupying or ‘borrowing’ of church property, and 
the returning of property in run-down condition, 


**3. Interference with religious life and work. For example, cadres in some of the villages 
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f © ) forbade church members to make contributions to the church, and others confiscated 
Bibles and hymnbooks. 
vith In regard to all these matters Mr. Wu and Miss Teng have made representations to provin- 
"s cial and local authorities, and asked for a proper settlement, 
The reasons why these difficulties arose were various. In some places it was the result of 
lack of organization on the part of the church, For example, there was no one to take respon- 
5 sibility for many of the country churches near Lingchuen, which opened the door for bad ele- 
he ments to step in. Then again, some church people have been backward or counter-revolution- 
ary in their thinking. In the Ningkuo church there was a steward who kept saying, ‘Jesus will 
come soon, There will be three years of floods, and so everyone should prepare food for five 
st years. 
Some of the lower level cadres do not understand the government religious policy. This 
hi is especially true in the country, where there are no cadres who specialize in religious work, 
Then there are other and more objective reasons. In the disaster regions of Wanpei, such 
as Puyang, Pengpu, and parts of Luan, everyone is so busy that cadres and non-Christian neigh- 
es bors try to prevent Christians from wasting time in going to church. The Puyang region had 
a long been a nest of the counter-revolutionary Hui Tao Men, and after this society was broken 
up, some of its members entered the church; for example, Puyang CIM pastor Hsu Ching-yuin 
had been an official in the Hui Tao Men, The Anhwei-Honan border region has long been known 
for its dissident elements, and some of these have infiltrated into the church and caused trouble 
for it. 
The article closes with the assurance that the Anhwei provincial government is taking steps 
em- to settle all outstanding questions in accordance with the national religious policy. 
May 
C III. WU STATEMENT 
re 
6. Religious News Service for March 8 reports that Dr. TJ. T. Wu made a statement to the 
Chinese Consultative Council (What organization is this? the People’s Political Consultative 
and Council?) in which he criticized the government for not carrying out consistently its policy of 
} freedom of religious belief. Officials of all grades, he said, often work counter to the official 
ts government policy. Some interfere with religious freedom on the pretext that religious observ- 
n= ances upset industrial production plans. They occupy churches for storage purposes, and some- 
N. ti mes confiscate Bibles and hymnbooks, Government publications publish anti-religious articles 
le, and make absurd charges against believers. He claimed that religious life is on the increase 
tious in China, despite difficulties - and these difficulties should be ironed out gradually. He 
praised the government for its official religious policy, and affirmed the loyalty of Chinese 
in Christians. 
This report came to RNS via Peking Radio, 
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS 
ngpu 
he As usual, the churches in China celebrated Christmas in thorough-going fashion, A 
Shanghai union choir of over 200 voices gave a Christmas concert in Moore Memorial Church 
three times to a full house each time, Professor Chu Ch’i-tung, formerly Professor of Music at 
a University of Shanghai, led the choir, which sang two Messiah choruses and several Christmas 
ed songs of Professor Chu's own composition or arranging. A Chungking union choir of 180 voices 
ng also sang several Messiah choruses, 
, 
25 A number of places reported baptisms, Incomplete reports from Chungking told of 105 


baptisms there. The Methodist Church in Changshu, Kiangsu, reported baptism of 20 adults 
and 12 children, The country church at Sunghsia, Chekiang, baptized 13 in their new church, 
The Methodist Church at Chinshan, Kiangsu, baptized 28. The Episcopal T'ien En Church in 
Soochow baptized 10 enquirers, 


Large numbers attended the various celebrations, The Hangchow churches estimated a 
total of 5,355 present at their Christmas services, In Chungking a congregation of 530 crowded 


* 


d 
ages 


